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In this treat! fe Mr. Lomonofow, among other 
phenomena of electricity, takes notice, that he once 
law, in a ltorm of thunder and lightning, brufhes 
of eleCtrical fire with a hiding noife, communicate 
between the iron rod of his apparatus and the fide 
of his window ; and that thefe were three feet in 
length, and a foot in breadth. Effects like thefe 
no one but himfelf has had the opportunity of ob- 
ferving. 


XC. ExtraEl of a Letter from John Henry 
Winkler, Profejfor of Natural Philofophy 
at Leipiic, and Fellow of the Royal So¬ 
ciety , to Thomas Birch, D. D. Secretary 
of the Royal Society , relating to Two elec¬ 
trical Experiments ; tranfated from the 
Latin. 

Leipfic, May 22, 1754. 
Read July 4, T Tranfmit to you, Sir, the account 
‘ 754 - JL of two eleCtrical experiments, both 
which I made the prefen t year. They are founded 
upon the famous experiment of Leyden. 

On January 8, I fprinkled a plate of metal with 
the feeds of * club-mofs. To this plate I connected 
a chain, which communicated with the coating of 
the Leyden bottle of water. I afterwards fufficiently 
electrifed this water to make the artificial thunder ? 


* Lycopodium , Club-mofs, Wolfs-claw. 
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of which I gave an account in my treatife de aver- 
tendi fulminit artificio y page io and n. Having 
drawn thefe feeds together on a heap upon the plate, 
I brought over them the fphere of metal, the fize 
of which is arbitrary, impregnated with this elec¬ 
tricity. Upon bringing this fphere near the plate, 
the electricity exploded, by which the feeds were fet 
all on fire. Thefe feeds were dry, and had no in¬ 
flammable fpirit mixed with them. The flame 
which arofe from thefe feeds is true fire, as it lighted 
fome flax, which lay upon the feeds, and ex¬ 
tended itfelf beyond the metal. 

On the 13th of January I put fome aurum ful¬ 
minant upon a circular piece of parchment: this 
* parchment I cemented to a plate of metal, and caufed 
the bottle replete with ele&ricity to be difcharged 
thereupon. Immediately the aurum fulminant ex¬ 
ploded with a very loud report, and the circle of 
parchment was torn all to pieces. 


XCI. An Account of a Fire-Bally feen at 
Hornfey, by William Hirft, F. R. S. com¬ 
municated in a Fetter to Samuel Mead, 
Efq j F. R. S. 


SIR, Hornfey, April 6,1754. 


Read May 30, T TAD not illnefs prevented, I ihould 
I7S *' XU have troubled youiboner with an 
account of a phenomenon, which I happened to fee 
on the 26th of February laft, about five minutes be¬ 
fore eleven at night. 


I was 


